
Receipt of referral
The OCHN Access 

Center…

Calls family to 

schedule eligibility 

interview within 1 day

Completes family 

eligibility interview 

within 3 days

Determines Medicaid 

status

If enrolled in Medicaid, OCHN will 

ensure Standard SED Services begin 

while waiting for waiver approval 

Once approved, SED Waiver 

services will begin 

within 7 days 

Provider or OCHN refers 

individuals to 

Wraparound Services

If opened to a provider, 

that provider completes 

referral

If not opened to a 

provider, OCHN 

completes referral

Wraparound Lead 

reviews Wraparound 

referral within 7 days

SEDW Community 

team engages new 

referrals, 

recertifications, & 

denials for the 

individual/ families 

within 14 days

Serious Emotional Disturbance Waiver (SEDW)

Navigation Guide

1. Access Funding for Services Through Medicaid or a Waiver

2. Connect to Services

3. Connect to Wraparound Services

OCHN reviews for SED 

waiver approval and 

submits to MDHHS

MDHHS reviews for SED 

waiver approval 

Once approved, additional 

Waiver Services will begin 

within 7 days



SED Standard Services

NAVIGATE
First Episode Psychosis Intervention

Partial Hospital Program

Home-based Services

Wraparound Services

The goal of the SEDW Waiver is to keep children 

in the community and prevent hospitalization.

SED Waiver Services

SED Standard Services

Plus… 

More units of Community Living Supports 

and Respite

Therapeutic Camps

Music & Recreational Therapy

Participation with Wraparound is required to maintain SEDW eligibility.

Serious Emotional Disturbance Waiver (SEDW)

Navigation Guide

More Information
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(248) 464-6363
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▪ Structured parent 

interview and/or ADI-R 

information

▪ Clinician rating of the 

individual's adaptive 

functioning on the D-

CGAS

▪ Scoring for the ADOS-2 

▪ A diagnostic summary 

and treatment 

recommendations 

Autism Benefit Steps

A full medical and 

physical examination is 

required prior to a 

referral to OCHN

1. Screening

2. Diagnostic Evaluation
Performed by OCHN clinical diagnostician

Input from 

doctors, teachers, 

other treatment 

providers

with consent

Assessments

Developmental, cognitive, 

& language functioning

Adaptive Functioning 

DD-CGAS

Observational 

ADOS-2

Clinical 

Report

3. Outcome of Evaluation
Individual(s) found eligible for 

ABA services will be linked to a 

CPA/ABA provider to begin 

coordination of services within 

7 days

Individual(s) found not eligible 

for ABA services are notified by 

phone of the results of the 

evaluation and sent due     

process notice.

Review of 

Records

Caregiver 

Interview

Individuals actively receiving 

CMH services are screened for 

ABA services by the Core 

Provider Agency. 

Individuals not actively 

receiving CMH services are 

screened via OCHN Access

Contact Access & request 

a prescreen for the 

Autism Waiver

Where to begin:

OCHN uploads all documentation 

to MDHHS through the WSA 

system

MDHHS approves the 

documentation within 

12-48 hours

UNTIL APRIL 2023

Key Acronyms

ABA Applied Behavioral 

Analysis

ADI-R Autism Diagnostic 

Interview, Revised

ADOS-2 Autism Diagnostic 

Observation Schedule 

2nd Edition

CPA Core Provider Agency

DD-CGAS Development 

Disability Children’s 

Global Assessment

WSA Waiver Supports 

Application



▪ Structured parent 

interview and/or ADI-R 

information

▪ Clinician rating of the 

individual's adaptive 

functioning on the D-

CGAS

▪ Scoring for the ADOS-2 

▪ A diagnostic summary 

and treatment 

recommendations 

Autism Benefit Steps

A full medical and 

physical examination is 

required prior to a 

referral to OCHN

1. Screening

2. Diagnostic Evaluation
Performed by OCHN clinical diagnostician

Input from 

doctors, teachers, 

other treatment 

providers

with consent

Key Acronyms

ABA Applied Behavioral 

Analysis

ADI-R Autism Diagnostic 

Interview, Revised

ADOS-2 Autism Diagnostic 

Observation Schedule 

2nd Edition

CPA Core Provider Agency

DD-CGAS Development 

Disability Children’s 

Global Assessment

Assessments

Developmental, cognitive, 

& language functioning

Adaptive Functioning 

DD-CGAS

Observational 

ADOS-2

Clinical 

Report

3. Outcome of Evaluation
Individual(s) found eligible for 

ABA services will be linked to a 

CPA/ABA provider to begin 

coordination of services within 

7 days

Individual(s) found not eligible 

for ABA services are notified by 

phone of the results of the 

evaluation and sent due     

process notice.

Review of 

Records

Caregiver 

Interview

Individuals actively receiving 

CMH services are screened for 

ABA services by the Core 

Provider Agency. 

Individuals not actively 

receiving CMH services are 

screened via OCHN Access

Contact Access & request 

a prescreen for the 

Autism Waiver

Where to begin:

All documentation is reviewed by OCHN 

staff to determine eligibility

AFTER APRIL 2023



Autism Benefit

More Information

A Note about Insurance

If the individual has private insurance, documentation from the insurance company is required 

confirming that the individual’s benefit plan does not cover ABA services and/or autism 

diagnostic evaluation.  

If the individual has both private insurance and Medicaid benefit and desires to use the 

Medicaid benefit to cover the cost of ABA copays, a completed diagnostic evaluation or 

documentation indicating that the individual’s private insurance benefit plan does not cover an 

autism evaluation and/or the annual/ongoing evaluations is required.

ABA services commonly address the following areas:

Language skills

Social skills

Communication skills

Following instructions

Peer interactions

Following daily routines

Self-help and daily living skills

Behavior challenges

5505 Corporate Drive

Troy, MI 48098
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Provided Services:

Respite

Enhanced Transportation

Fiscal Intermediary

Community Living Supports

Environmental Accessibility 

Adaptations & Specialized Medical 

Equipment & Supplies

Family Home Care Training

Non-family Home Care Training

Overnight Health & Safety Support

Specialty Services

Home Ancillary Services (PT, OT, ST) 

Child Waiver Program

Where to begin:

Income Waiver?

Yes, the waiver is based on 

the child's income only. 

Parent income is not counted.

Children (0-17 years old) 

with intellectual or 

developmental disabilities, 

including autism.

Contact the Access center & request an 

assessment for prescreen for the 

Children’s Waiver Program (CWP)

Be prepared to describe your child’s needs, functional 

limitations, in-home help, the services you are 

requesting, and your family’s income and resources 

(including private insurance and Medicaid eligibility).

OCHN prescreens for the youth meeting 

criteria for an Intellectual or Developmental 

Disability diagnosis

OCHN uploads all documentation to the 

state through the WSA system

An invitation to apply is issued to the 

child with the highest updated score 

that meets all the requirements, if an 

opening is available

Medicaid Packet Relevant Assessments 

including Category of 

Care

Individual Plan of Service

Budget

Training of CLS 

& Respite Staff

MDHHS approves the documentation 

within 

12-48 hours

MORC conducts an eligibility screening 

using the Priority Weighing Criteria, and 

then uploads the documentation into the 

Waiver Supports Application (WSA)

After approval of the initial application 

and before services can begin, the core 

provider agency must ensure the 

following is completed:



Not Eligible: 

If a child is already Medicaid eligible, in-home services can be requested directly 

through OCHN Access Center.

The child must have identified needs for consistent and intensive in-home services and supports 

focused on developing skills to function with as much independence as possible and/or to 

prevent the loss of current abilities.

The child must live with a legal guardian, who is not paid to provide foster care for the child.

Eligibility

The child must be under the age of 18 and have a developmental disability as defined in 

Michigan state law. 

• Self-care (bathing, grooming, dressing, 

toileting, eating)

• Expressive and receptive language

• Learning

• Mobility

• Self-direction

A developmental disability is not based on 

diagnosis, a developmental disability is 

based on documented evidence of 

“substantial functional limitations” in three 

or more of the following areas 

(considering the age of the child):

Child Waiver Program

More Information
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Home-based 
Services

Wraparound 
Services

NAVIGATE 
First Episode 

Psychosis Intervention

Community 
Living Services 

and Respite

Juvenile Justice 

Diversion 

Program

Intensive Crisis 

Stabilization 

Services

Crisis 

Receiving 

Team 

Mobile Crisis 

Team

Enhanced 

Outpatient 

Program (EOP)

SUD Prevention 

Programs

Intensive 

Outpatient 

Program (IOP)

Crisis 

Talkline

Children’s 

Intensive Crisis 

Residential

Inpatient 

Psychiatric 

Treatment

Community 

Living Services 

and Respite

Applied 

Behavioral 

Analysis (ABA)
Case 

Management 

and Family 

Supports

Case Management 

& Recovery 

Services

Crisis Services for 

All Youth

Core Services 

for All Youth

Outpatient Counseling

Outpatient Child Psychiatry 

Youth Peer Services

MyStrength App

SED SUD

IDD

Oakland Community Health Network

Service Array

Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED)

Substance Use Disorder (SUD)

Intellectual & Developmental Disorders (IDD)

Partial 

Hospital 

Program 

(PHP)
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